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118 Digital Lighting and Rendering

[Figure 4.5]

Sunlight and skylights
are combined to create
balanced daylight
illumination.

Adjusting Color Balance

In a sunlit scene, the warm color of the sun and the cool color of the sky
should balance out so that they appear almost white where they overlap.
Areas where the sun is blocked so that you see only skylight may look blue.
If you render your scene with the sun and all of your skylights visible, you
can see the overall color balance of your scene.

You might want a golden yellow overall tint for your scene for a late after-
noon or sunset, or a blue tint for dusk or a gloomy overcast day. For a nor-
mal daylight balance, however, you don’t want your full scene to look blue
tinted or yellow tinted overall. You may need to go back and adjust the sun’s
brightness or color to achieve a natural-looking balance and make it cancel
out the blue of the sky.

Figure 4.5 shows the result of rendering with the sun, the spill from the sun,
and the sky illumination, all together. Although it still lacks the bounce
light that will tie it together, you can see the overall daylight look already

appearing in the image.
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